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LETTER of ADVICE. 


My dear Countrymen, 


OUGHT, perhaps, to make ſome 
| excuſe for undertaking a taſk, that 
might have been more properly ma- 

naged by ſome learned man, or great 
genius, as they are called: But, alas! they 
are too apt to deſpiſe plain and uſeful things; 
and generally ſcorn to waſte a moment's 
thought on ſuch a humble ſubject as trade, 
which they proudly think unworthy of their 
notice, as men of parts, — What better 
things they plod about, it is hard to judge, 
from what we ſee them doin uf ww1/e times: 
But ſome of our greateſt Princes, and Mi. 
niſters of State, formerly, have foſtered and 
encouraged trade with all their care and at- 
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tention, and they found the benefit of it fo 
the nation; juſt as honeſt tradeſmen do f 
themſelves and families, that is, by grow- 
ing induſtrious, proſperous, and happy.— 
But now to buſineſs :=A friend of mine, 
who has applied to ſome of our great men, 
that rule the roaſt at preſent, and whom 
the world has heard much cried up, for 
wit, and oratory, and all that, aſſured me, 
that there was nothin g theſe great geniuſſes 
underſtood leſs than the nature and advan- 
tages of trade, and how to manage it pro- 
fitably for the benefit of the nation; and 
that they think the only uſe of trade, war- 
thy of their attention, is to ſqueeze taxes 
from it. All which is as clear as the ſun 
at noon-day, by the uſe they wiſh to make 
of theſe abominable ſtamps. 
"This being the caſe, and finding no one 
elſe ready to undertake it, I reſolved at laſt, 
though late, to take up my pen and try my 
hand, and fee if I could not ſet down my 
notions in a plain way, which you ought 
not to ſlight, becauſe I do it purely for 
your 


($3 
your good, which you are too often fooliſh 
enough not ſufficiently to attend to. —I de- 
clare to God I could not reſt in my con- 
ſcience without telling you my thoughts, 
and exhorting you fo uſe all lawful means 

of avoiding a tax, which would prove an 
everlaſting plague to yourſelves and to all 
your poſterity. 1 
Now I will firſt tell you the hiſtory of 
this Curious tax, as I have learned it from 
the beſt authority. We all remember the 
Famous Coalition, which made ſuch a noiſe 
laſt winter, between the Northites and Fox- 
ites, after abuſing one another for ſeveral 
years like thieves and pickpockets. — In 
ſeparate factions, while they called the vileſt 
names, and threw out the moſt villainous 
inſinuations, and raſcally abuſe againſt each 

other, nobody believed a// that was ſaid on 
either ſide. But after this charitable coa- 
[ition, nobody doubted any longer of the 
truth of the whole, and a great deal more. 
—To be ſure, one might make ſome ſort of 
apology for the Foxites, if one were ſo in- 
clined ; for it is an old ſaying, that zeceſity 
| hath 
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hath no law, and undoubtedly they are a 
beggarly ſet, who have no viſible way of 
living, but by their wits; and when they 
made the coalition, they owned they were 
at their wit c end for a livelihood. 

The Northites did no more than they had 
always done; they had, long ago, ſhaken 
hands, and parted with ſhame and modeſty | 
for ever. —After having the matchleſs con- | 

1 to loſe America and Ireland, without 
flinching from their blundering courſe; af- 3 
ter having brought the nation to the very . 
brink of bankruptcy, by an additional debt 
of more than one hundred and twenty mil- 
lions, rather than quit place and power 
I fay, after ſuch crimes, with their attend- 
ants, it would have looked like childiſh 
{queamiſhneſs to have refuſed coalition with 
ſuch great wits as Meſſieurs F-x, 8 -- n, 
and F. k; againſt whom there are no 

material objections except profligacy, de - 
pendence, ignorance of ſound policy, and 
want of principle. — It was comical enough 
to ſee how blue and queer the hot ſticklers 
for 
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for both factions looked on each other after 
this natural coalition; though I remember 
it was called unnatural at that time. The 
moſt aukward coldneſs ſeized their abettors 
on both ſides. Every one propheſied they 
could not ſtand their ground a twelvemonth, 
and longed to ſee the propheſy fulfilled : 
(For in truth all abettors of both factions. 
were aſhamed, though the leaders were 
not.) When, behold! this precious ſcheme 
for raiſing the ſupplies of the year almoſt 
on trade alone, by ſtamp duties on receipts, 

double bill lamps, &c. was broached, (a 
ſcheme that had long floated in che cloudy 
brain of Lord N—th, as I am told) and we 


all know how well it was received by the 


mercenary landed men, and their ſhabby 
dependents, in both Houſes, (a noble few 
excepted) with the moſt pitiful and unge- 
nerous applauſe, However, this ſerved to 
fix, for the preſent, our ſlippery gentry in 
their places, To be ſure, this ſharping trick 
was natural enough to men of no principle, 
who never trouble their heads about juſtice; 

becauſe 
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becauſe it is now made as plain as the noſe 
in one's face, (by the manner in which our 
preſent taſt maſters were made) that a few 
great families of large landed property, are 
maſters of both King and People, and can 
make and unmake Miniſters at pleaſure. 
So that humouring them is a readier way to 
get power, and to keep it when gotten, 
than ſerving the King, or doing good to the 
people. It is natural to ſpaniels to crouch 
and lick their maſter's feet; and there are 
ſome among our preſent miniſterial ſpaniels 
who would not refufe to lick a great Lord's 
a- ſe, rather than be turned out of place; 
becauſe then they muſt ſtarve, or come to 
the gallows, as they know of no honeſt way 
of getting their bread. 

They underſtood all this, and a great 
deal more; and therefore were cunning 
enough to take care and ſecure the main 
point, by currying favour with their maſ- 
ters: Having done that, as to what might 
happen out of doors, they truſted to for- 
tune, and the preſent careleſs indolence of 
the 
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the trading part of the nation, whom theſe 
ſcurvy fellows mean to treat like faves and 
beaſts of burthen, paying no more regard 
to our juſt complaints than they do to the 

clamours of their own unhappy creditors. 
Now, after all this, ſhall we be ſuch fools 
as to fit ſtupidly with our arms acroſs, and 
cry, God help us! when we have the reme- 
dy in our own hands, without, breaking any 
law whatever, or making any diſturbance of 
the King's peace? I hope we have yet left 
more grace than that: though I muſt own, I 
| have no very high opinion of your virtue or 
ſpirit, in any good undertaking, at preſent ; 
for in my memory, (and I am not very old) 
I have ſeen the moſt wonderful change in 
the manners of this once happy nation, for 
the worſe, that ever, in ſo ſhort a time, oc- 
curred in any great empire. We were once 
the envy of our neighbours, and famous for 
courage, plain dealing, and an honeſt anxiety 
for the good of the public, and of our poſte- 
rity: Now ſelfiſhneſs, and preſent gratifica- 
tions, (wickedly regardleſs of our duty to 
B God 
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God, our country, and the future welfare of 
our families and friends) engage all our time 
and attention ; which makes me almoft de- 
fpair of rouſing you, even to ſave yourſelves 
from impending deſtruction. Nevertheleſs, 
as an honeſt man, I can do no leſs than tell 
you fairly, that if you will not exert your- 
ſelves heartily, to ſhake off that Nluggiſh in- 
difference, which the exceſſive love of fop- 
pery and vicious pleaſure has brought upon 
you ; why, you mult c'en fall a ſac: ifice to 
petty tyrants, and become ſlaves to men more 
completely wicked and deſpicable than your- 
ſelves; and ſo bring yourſelves, your wives, 
and your children, to extreme miſery and 
min: — which, I beg of God, that I may 
never live to ſee. 
It cuts me to the heart when I think of 
theſe things ; and of being worried and torn 
to pieces by ſuch a ſorry, worthleſs pack, 
whoſe credit, in any ſhop where they are 
known, is not worth half a farthing. 

But to come to the main point, Now 
the ſhort, and the long, of the buſineſs, is 


neither 
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neither more nor leſs than this: We muſt 
all unanimouſly agree, nt fo buy, nor uſe 4 
amp for a receipt, upon any account what- 
ever.—For there is no law to make us buy 
them, nor to make us uſe them; and we can 
do perfectly well without them, as I will 
ſhew you preſently. Indeed, Mr. Fox him- 
ſelf, had the candour and wit to ſay, in the 
Houſe of Commons, that lamps on receipts 
were a luxury, which people might do very 
well without, if they pleaſed. How thi; 
great orator could prove the receipt tax to be 
a luxury, I know not, unleſs it might ſerve 
| to gratify the unbounded luſts of himſelf, 
and his rapacious companions. However, it 
is certainly true, that the old law of the land, 
concerning payments and receipts, ſtands juſt 
the ſame as it did before this act; except, 
that now a written receipt ſhall not be pro- 
duced as evidence of payment, in any court of 
law, unleſs the ſame be legally ſtamped.— 
Now, as before, the hand-writing muſt be 
proved.—All other evidence is to be admitted 
as jt uſed to be; ſuch as witneſſes of payment, 
B 2 books 
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books of accompt, and fo forth. Now the 
moſt careful and ſtrict, have nothing more 
to do, than to take receipts without flamps, 
and have them witneſſed by one, two, or 
more witneſſes, according to the import- 
ance of the ſum paid : Then, if any diſ- 
pute ſhould be made about a payment, by 
ſome villain's denying his own hand writ- 
ing ; you have only to look at your receipt, 
ſee who were the witneſſes, ſubpena them 
to the court, and fo eaſily prove the pay- 
ment — And this would be found more cer- 
tain, than proving a man's hand writing uſu- 
ally is, becauſe the witneſſes will fee the tranſ- 
action done. But, I believe, there is ſcarcely 

any man to be found ſo abandoned (except 
among the contrivers of the tax) as to act 
ſo baſe and fooliſh a part, even if he had 
given a receipt unſtamped and unwitneſſed; 
eſpecially, if he ever intend to live by 
trade, or with any credit or comfort in any 
other way; becauſe he muſt, in this caſe, 
have given it under his own hand, that he is 
a thief anda villain; and as a warning to the 


world, 
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world, his receipt might be advertiſed in all 
the newſpapers, ſo that all creditable men 
would ſhun him as a moſt peſtilent rogue 
and cheat, —He would labour under another 
difficulty: in ſwearing to his debt, he muſt 
perjure himſelf; and though his unſtamped 
receipt would not be admitted to prove a 
payment of money ; yet in a criminal court, it 
could not be refuſed as evidence of pergury : 


and what reaſon have we to doubt that 


the inventors of ſuch an znjuſ# tax, would 
rather encourage and protect perjury, or any 
other crime, than be baffled in their projet? 
— But, thank Heaven, our preſent Judges 
are too upright for any ſuch dirty bufineſs ; 
and if we do not remember our duty as 
jurymen, in all trials relative to this buſi- 
neſs, we ſhall well deſerve to be made hewers 
of wood and drawers of water. 

I then for one, ſhall not fail to do my 
part, honeſtly and faithfully, by defending 
myſelf with all my might, againſt the moſt 
partial, vexatious, and unfair tax, that ever 
entered into the head of a wicked Miniſtry. 

—1 
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AI am determined to take common receipts 


as uſual, and to call in my clerks, ſhop- 
men, or neighbours to witneſs them ; which 


chance, have dealings with a knave, I will 


buy one ſtamp for a receipt. 

Remember another thing, that all your 
draughts on your bankers, if made pay- 
able to A. B. or order, on demand]; after 
they are paid, indorſed, and returned to 
you, will be lawful proofs of payment.— 
Keep them therefore by you; but take 


common receipts witneſſed as uſual; you 


will then have a double proof of pay- 
ment in your own hands. 
I have heard of many other ways of a- 


voiding this hateful mode of taxation; but 


I like none of them, becauſe they border 
too much upon trick and evaſion, which 
may prove a ſnare to you; whereas the mode 
I recommend to you is direct, and entirely 
lawful and right.—By one of theſe ways, it 
15 propoſed to take as many receipts upon 


ang 


will be no great trouble. But ſhould I, by 


ſooner call in half a ſcore witneſſes, than | 
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* for all the ſeveral receipts that ſheet may 
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one large ſheet of paper as it will hold, 
with only one lamp upon the whole ſheet ; 
the words of the act being, for every 
piece of vellum or parchment, or sHEET, 
* or piece of paper, upon which any receipt 
* or other diſcharge given upon payment of 
% money, ſhall be engroſſed, written, or 
„printed, there ſhall be charged a ſtamp 


* duty” of two pence, or four pence, ac- 
cording to the ſums ſpecified, So that they 


think one ffamp, upon one ſheet, will do 


contain. But this is a falſe notion, becauſe 


the words are, © upon which any receipt 


* or other diſcharge ſhall be engroſſed, 
written, or printed; nat receipts or other 
diſcharges, in the plural number: fo that 


one ſtamp will not do for many receipts 


on the ſame ſheet. —Again, it is thought 


by theſe words of the act: That nothing 
© in this act contained ſhall extend to 


charge any letter acknowledging the ſafe 


% arrival of any bills, notes, or remittan- 
„ ces, or any receipt indorſed on, or con- 
tained 
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te tained in, the body of any decd, bond, 
© mortgage, or other obligatory inſtru- 
% ment, already directed to be ſtamped by 
* any law now in being, &c. that to 
write a diſcharge in the form of a letter, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of any ſum of mo- 
ney, would be within the letter of the law. 
But the words of the act, . already directed 
to be flamped by any law now in being,” 
do not mean to allow that letters acknow- 
ledging the receipt of remittances, which 
have not already paid a ſtamp duty, to be 
legal receipts, and good evidence in a court 
of law. But all evaſions had better be let 
alone, becauſe they are quite uſeleſs and | 
unneceſſary, Beſides, the lawyers are an 
overmatch for the devil at quibbling.—If 
you will only do, as I adviſe you, your 
| buſineſs will be ſecurely done; nor can you 
be overhauled for it, by this accurſed law. 
Unite as one man; and firmly reject the 
uſe of famped receipts, and you will be 
the ſaviours of your country, from more 
than Egyptian bondage. Are they not load- 


ing 


EW 1] 


ing us with taxes, and ſtripping us of the 
means of paying them? Are they not forc- 
ing us to make bricks without ſtraw ? My 
blood boils in my veins, when I think of 
tyranny and oppreſſion under the mercileſs 
claws of ſuch a baſe crew. 

One might bear with patience, a few 
grievances, from our Burleigbs, Godolphins, 
and Pitts; their wiſdom, courage, and ſuc- 


ceſs, made us ample amends, for their faults, 
But what ought thoſe men to expect, who 
by factious rage, and boldneſs without know- 


ledge, have torn our Empire in pieces; and 


are now embroiling us at home, by partial 
and unjuſt modes of taxation: I fay, what 
| ought they to expect, but the deteſtation 


and curſes of their country? Nothing can 


render them at all tolerable, but modeſtly 


endeavouring to make the monſtrous bur- 
thens, they have brought upon us, as equal 
upon all ranks and as light as poſſible. But 
one may as well preach to the wind. —They 
are fellows of no mark or likelihood. So 
let us take care of ourſelves ; and not fooliſh- 

C ly 
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ly hope againſt reaſon and experience: Let 
us not truſt to a broken reed, as the ſay- 
ing is. 

You know, that in moſt parts of Eng- 
land, there have been meetings about this 
faid affair; and that Committees have been 
formed, out of theſe meetings, ſome of 
whom have applied to Miniſters, and to 
Parliament, to prevent this tyrannical act 
from taking place: but all to no purpoſe; 
they turned @ deaf ear to all complaints, and 
would neither hear ſenſe nor reaſon. 

I have now lying before me, the re- 
| ſolutions of the merchants, bankers, and 
traders of London, Weſtminſter and South- 
wark; upon which, the more I ponder, 
the more I am ſure they are in the right: 
beſides, they give good reaſons for every 
thing they ſay; and I think they ought to be 
read, over and over, by every trader in this 
kingdom, who wiſhes to underſtand, and 
mind his own intereſt.— What is remark- 
able, they do not ſay one word againſt the 
contrivers of this horrid tax all the way 
through 3 
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through ; which, I am told, was thought 


prudent, becauſe if they had, they would 


have been called party-men, and fo have 
been reviled, railed at, and abuſed, by mi- 
niſterial hirelings, who would have kept 
up ſuch a clamour, that the truth of what 
they have advanced, would have been loſt 
in the 20;//e.—Well, there may be ſome- 


thing in all that; and as I feel myſelf | 


much obliged to them for their concern 


and trouble, it would be ungrateful to find 


—_ 

But, for my part, ſo God has 
I cannot help calling a ſpade, @ ſpade; 
tho' it may not be always prudent. What! 


when I ſee a thief coming to rob my houſe, 


or pick my pocket, ſhall I fall a preaching to 


him about the wrong and injuſtice of it, and 


then ſtand ſtill and let him do it ?—Cer. 
tainly not.—It is but juſtice to myſelf, and 
charity to all my neighbours, to defend my- 


ſelf ſtoutly, and like a man: But if that 


ſhould not ſucceed, and I am robbed by force 
and violence, then the thief ought to be ad · 
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made me, 


( in ) k 


vertiſed (by name, if I can learn it) in the 
news- papers, and fo purſued and brought 


to juſt puniſhment, Is this a right way of 
acting by little Villains, or is it not? If it 
be right, and if great Miniſters will be great 


villaint and thieves, it is certainly no more 


than our duty, as men and as chriſtians, to 


take care of ourſelves, and to advertiſe our 
countrymen of their danger, that they may 


do the ſame. 
Perhaps I may, by ſome, be thought too 


| zealous and patriotic, —Well, let that paſs. 
— But I have my fears (as I told you at the 
beginning) that all my zeal and patriotiſm 


will prove little enough to make you ſtir, 


even to ſave yourſelves from deſtruction, ſo 
beſotted are you with ſelfiſh indolence, and 


careleſſneſs of the public good. 
The Committee of London, Weſtminſter, 
and Southwark, have informed us, that they 


intend to uſe all /awful means, next winter, 


to get this damnable tax repealed ; and they 
have formed connexions for that purpoſe 


throughout the kingdom. Now, let me aſk 
; . a plain 
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a plain queſtion— s it our intereſt and duty 
to aſſiſt them, or is it not? Why, every 
man concerned in trade, muſt ſay that it is. 
Very well. Now, another queſtion—Shall 
we go roundly and heartily about it, or ſhall 
we be lukewarm, and hang an a—ſe? I 
| cannot anſwer this queſtion fo readily as the 
_ firſt, becauſe it depends upon yourſelves : but 

I am ſure, if you will not awake, and ſtir 
your ſtumps, and give theſe worthy gentle- 
men all the aſſiſtance you can, you will de- 
ſerve to be loaded like aſſes, and merit the 

| Eurlſes and hatred of your childrens' children. 
The taſk is mightily eaſy : You haye no- 
thing more to do than what I have told you. 
Neither give nor take ſtamped receipts. Back 
all your Committees warmly and fincerely ; 
and you will not have above four months 
trial; that is, from September to January, 
before the matter of repeal will be determi- 
ned ; for it muſt come on when the Houſe 
will be fulleſt. But, by that time, practice 
in the method I have recommended to you, 
will prove, that you can do very well without 


ſtamped 
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flamped receipts, at all times. At the fight 
of a receipt-ftamp, therefore, let the univer- 
fal cry be, A Fox! a Fox! halloo! and fair- 
ly hunt it down, 

I will but juſt ſay a few words to a nar- 
row - minded ſet of people in trade, who with 

a mixture of pride and folly, wiſh us well, 

but are not willing to move, becauſe they 
are not, af preſent, much affected by the 

tax. Theſe fooliſh men fay, that their pay- 

ments and receipts being all for large ſums, 
the tax will not be of much conſequence to 

3 

A bookiſh friend of mine, told me, that 
when the Romans conquered England, it 
was owing to this: that while one kingdom 
was conquering, (it was then divided into 

many kingdoms) all the reſt looked on, and 
ſaid, that as they were not yet attacked, they 
had nothing to do with it; and ſo they were 
all deſervedly conquered, one after ano- 
ther. This was blockiſh enough: And the 
Americans ſhewed their wiſdom, by uniting 
for the common ſafety, when the Boſtonians 


Were 


. — . rr e 


(which Heaven avert!) and if we ourſelves 


poſſible ways: and I am well informed, that 
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were attacked; and it has ſucceeded accord- 
ingly. Now, I muſt deſire thoſe people in 
trade, who are not likely, 4* preſent, to be 
much affected by this tax, to weigh well the 
two caſes above-tnentioned. Are they fo 
blind as not to ſee they may, and will be, as 
much affected as others, in the long run? 
Have they forgotten, that the bill-ſtamps 
are already doubled ; and that bills at fight, 


and on demand, are now included, in the 
| ſecond year? If they have, they will ſoon 


feel it heavily, to their coſt. —This will be 


found an intolerable burthen upon trade. 


But, if the receipt tax be not repealed, 


do not make it of no value, by firmly refu- 
ſing to uſe no famped receipts, it will certain- 
ly be doubled, trebled, and extended in all 


if once fixed, it will be made more fair and 


equal, by laying a ſtamp duty of four-pence 


upon every twenty pounds, which will cer- 
tainly be done, if it be only to prove the 
great juſtice and wiſdom of our precious Mi- 
niſtry to all the world, In that caſe, our 

lukewarm 


( 24 ) 
lukewarm brethren, who are not much af. 
feed at preſent, will receive the juſt re- 
ward of their own folly : But for the injury 
they do to their fellow ſubjects, by neglect- 
ing the common intereſt, they will very well 
deſerve exaltation at Tyburn. And ſo we 
will leave them to take their ſwing. 
Have we not loſt America, by trying to 
enſlave her with famps? What a glorious 
example have they ſet to all nations, of the 
noble effects of union and concord in a righ- 
teous cauſe! But now the evil is brought 
home upon our own heads. —Like ſlaves, all 
our motions in trade are to be chained and 
 ſhackled with amps. We are not to receive 
our debts, nor pay our creditors, without 
ſtamps. —Whatever we do, or wherever we 
go, we ſhall ſee and hear of nothing but 
amps] lamps ! Rlamps ! 
O wiſe Americans! O fooliſh Britons ! 
refuſe theſe wicked and accurſed flamps, or 
they will, ere long, ruin your trade, and- 
make you all mp with madneſs, 


London, Aug 18, 1783. 
P. S. 


( 2s ) 


P. 8. Take my friendly advice, and keep 
one of theſe by you: and if you be in a great 
trade, recommend them to all your connec- 
tions, immediately; fo ſhall you ſave their 
money as well as your own.—To make that 

eaſy, I have defired my friend, Kearſley, to 
ell them as cheap as he can: And fo God 
mend and preſerve you all, Amen. 
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ABSTRACT Or TRR ACT, 


Y which it is declared, That from and after the firſt 


of Septen 
der, M IIONNG ah Gn all be 
throughout the 


iſee, levied, collected, and paid, kingdom of Great Bri- 
taifh, for every piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, 
which any receipt or other diſcharge given upon the payment of mo- 
hey amounting to two pounds, and not amounting to the ſum of twenty 
„ ſhall be engroſſed, written, or printed, there ſhall be charged a 
duty of Two-pence : For every — of vellum or parchment, or 
ſheet or piece of paper, upon which any receipt or other diſcharge given 
upon the payment of money, amounting to the ſum of twenty pounds 
and upwards, ſhall be engroſſed, written, or printed, there ſhall be 
charged a ftamp duty of Four-Pence. | 
| Provides, That nothing in the Act contained ſhall extend to charge any 
draft or order, for the payment of money on demand, upon any banker or 
perſon, or perſons acting as a banker, reſiding or tranſacting the bufineſs 
of a banker, within ten miles of the place of abode of the perſon or 
perſons drawing ſuch draft or order, or to charge any receipt for any mo- 
ney paid into the Bank of England, or the houſe of any banker, or any 
receipt or other diſcharge given for any money received on any dividend, 
payable from the public, or Government funds eſtabliſhed by Parliament, 
or any receipt given on the back of any bill of exchange, promiſſory or 
other note, ſtamped. in- purſuance of the Act, or upon any bank note, or 
bank-poft bill, or to any letter acknowledging the fafe arrival of any bills, 
notes, or remittances, or any receipt indorſed on, or contained in, the 
body of any deed, bond, mortgage, or other obligatory inſtrument, al- 
re ady directed to be ſtamped by any law now in being, or to any releaſe or 
acquittance by deed, or to any receipt given by the Treaſurer of the Navy 
for any money impreſted to, or received by him, for the ſervice of the 
navy, or to the receipt of any agent for money impreſted by or to him, on 
account of the pay of the army or ordnance, or to any receipt given by 
any officer, ſeaman, or ſoldier, or their repreſentative, for, or on account 
of any wages, pay, or penſion, due to them from the navy, army, or 
ordpance, or to any receipt given upon any navy, victualling, or ord- 
nafice bill ifſued, ur to be iſſued, before the ſaid firſt day of September, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, 

Provides alſo, That nothing in the Act contained, ſhall extend to 
charge any bill of exchange, promiſſory or other note, draft, or order, 
payable upon demand, iſſued in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
where the ſum expreſſed therein, or made pay able thereby, ſhall not ex- 
ceed the ſum of twenty-one ſhillings. 

Provides alſo, That ncthing in the Act contained, ſhall extend to 
charge any bill of exchange, promiſſory note, or other note, draft, or or- 
der, payable upon demand, with any higher ſtamp duty than the ſum of 
Three-Pence, where the ſum expreſſed therein, or made payable thereby, 
ſhall not amount to the ſum of ten pounds. 

Provides alſo, That nothing in the Act contained, ſhall extend to any 


receipt given upon the back of any foreign bill of exchange, RAY 


| parchment, or paper, upon payment of the ſaid duties: And if any bill of 


diſcharged, ſhall be deemed and taken to 
be receipts for above the ſum of Twenty Pounds, within the intent and 
meaning of the Act, and ſhall be liable to the ſtamp duty of Four-Pence. 
By which is aſcertained the parties who ſhall pay the ſaid ſeveral 
duties, viz. That the duty granted on any bill of exchange, promiſſory 
note, or other note, ſhall be paid by the perſon or perſons giving the ſame; 
and the duty granted on any receipt, ſhall be paid by the perſon or 
by whom the ſame ſhall be required, except ſuch receipts as ſhall be for mo- 
ney paid to any perſon or perſons in reſpect of any falary, penſion, debt, 
or other ſum, payable from his Majeſty to ſuch perſon or perſons, in which 
. be paid by the perſon or perſons giving 


All vellum, parchment, and paper, on which any bill of exchange, pro- 
miſſory note, draft, or order, receipt or other diſcharge, given for the paye 
ment of n. oney, ſhall, before the ſame be engroſſed or written, be brought 
to the proper officer, and the aforeſaid commiſſioners ſhall, from time to 
time, by themſelves or their officers, ſtamp any quantities of vel 


exchange, promiſſory note, draft, or order, receipt, or other diſcharge, gi- 
ven for the payment of money, ſhall not be ſtamped as by the Act di 
or ſhall be ſtamped for a lower duty than as aforeſaid, no ſuch bill of en- 


change, promiſſory note, draft, or order, receipt, or other diſcharge, ſhall 


be allowed as evidence, or admitted as good or available in any court of 
law or equity. 

Provides, That all receipts or diſcharges for money paid (although not 
ſtamped) wherein the ſum expreſſed ſhall not amount to the ſum of Forty 
Shillings, and which ſhall (by the Inſertion of the words in ful! of all de- 
424: or otherwiſe) be given as a general acknowledgement of all debts 

| or 


* 1 


in evidenee, and 


but not as a 


in law for fi 


may be 
for uch ſum 


